Next Steps
While the Joining Forces report
recommends numerous
compatibility strategies,
successfully protecting and
enhancing the military missions
and defense communities of North
Texas will require the work and
cooperation of many stakeholders
in the years ahead.

Regional Joint Land Use Study

You can follow the next steps
in the process and learn about
issues and available technical
resources at:

Study Background

https://www.joiningforcesntx.org/
For more information about
Joining Forces contact Amanda
Wilson, North Central Texas
Council of Governments, at
AWilson@nctcog.org or (817) 6959284.

Amanda Wilson, North Central Texas Council of
Governments | AWilson@nctcog.org | (817) 640-3300

The State of Texas has one
of the highest numbers
of military personnel and
installations in the United
States. North Texas is a key
part of this long and rich
military tradition. The region
has a mix of bases, military
training facilities, and related
airspace that prepare
military personnel from all
Service branches and the
National Guard for combat,
disaster relief, and other
missions. Joining Forces
looks to strengthen ties and
build lasting cooperative partnerships between defense
communities and the military.
Significant military facilities in North Texas are:
»» Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base
(NAS Fort Worth JRB)
»» Redmond Taylor Army Heliport (RTAHP)
»» Fort Wolters Training Center
»» Camp Maxey Training Center
The region also has support sites at the Eagle Mountain
Training Center and Colonel Stone Army Reserve

Center. Additionally, aircraft from NAS Fort Worth JRB
and other installations train within the airspace of the
Brownwood and Brady Military Operating Areas (MOAs).
See map.
These military facilities provide critical ground- and
air-based training opportunities for active and reserve
units. Beyond training, the installations contribute
significantly to the growing economies of the state and
region. Installations and military personnel create jobs
and spend billions of dollars in local economies. With a
strong military presence, the Dallas-Fort Worth area has
become a top hub for aviation and aerospace companies.
Lockheed Martin is assembling the next generation of
aircraft, the Joint Strike Fighter, at its Fort Worth plant.

Study Outcomes

A wide range of partners guided the Joining Forces
planning effort as part of Policy Committees:
»» North Central Texas Council of Governments
»» Ark-Tex COG
»» City of Grand Prairie
»» City of Dallas
»» City of Mineral Wells
»» City of Paris
»» City of Benbrook
»» City of Fort Worth

Camp Maxey Gate Source: Handbook of Texas Online, www.tshaonline.org/
handbook; Camp Maxey

USAF aircraft flies over Fort Worth, Texas
Source: Tech. Sgt. Charles Hatton, USAF - U.S. Air Force photo
090112-F-4609H-083 from the 136th Airlift Wing website

»» City of Lake Worth
»» City of River Oaks

Among the major recommended actions are:

»» City of Sansom Park
»» City of Westworth Village

»» Raise awareness of the security and safety risks from
drones near airfields and military facilities

»» City of White Settlement
»» Tarrant County

»» Create a region-wide forum for communication and
advocacy of the military missions, installations, and
training assets across North Texas

»» Mineral Wells Area Chamber of Commerce
»» Lake Mineral Wells State Park/Texas Parks & Wildlife
»» NAS Fort Worth JRB
»» Camp Maxey
»» Fort Wolters
»» Redmond Taylor Army Heliport
»» Texas Military Department – TX Army National Guard
»» Palo Pinto County
»» Mineral Wells/Palo Pinto County Area Growth Council
»» Natural Resources Conservation Service
»» Lamar County

The purpose of the Joining
Forces Joint Land Use Study
(JLUS) is to protect current
and future military missions,
while maintaining safety
and economic vitality in
surrounding communities.

The Joining Forces report is an advisory document
that offers strategies for state and local governments,
regional agencies, military installations, non-profit
groups, and other stakeholders. Partners can adopt the
recommendations that meet their interests, needs, and
priorities. Some Joining Forces strategies are specific
to a particular installation or community, while other
actions address issues that are common to military
training areas across the region. A specific goal of the
Joining Forces effort is to plan comprehensively for all of
the region’s military installations and give the defense
communities of North Texas a coordinated voice at the
state and federal level.

Fort Wolters Entrance
Source:

F-35B and F-35C aircraft fly together over Fort Worth, Texas
Source: Lockheed Martin

Joining Forces Study
Residents in portions of 18 counties and more than 60
communities live near military training operations in
North Texas. The Dallas-Fort Worth area is one of the
fastest growing in the country, meaning that more people
will live and work near military installations in the future.
The purpose of the Joining Forces Joint Land Use
Study (JLUS) is to protect current and future military
missions, while maintaining safety and economic vitality
in surrounding communities. A JLUS is a cooperative
effort among local governments, military installations,
citizens, and other stakeholders to reduce and prevent
encroachment. Encroachment happens when the
way a community develops limits the ability of the
military to perform its mission safely and effectively,
or when military operations negatively affect quality
of life in nearby areas. Many conditions can encroach

on installations and communities, including noise,
transportation, energy infrastructure, and aircraft/drone
conflicts.
Issues such as renewable energy production and drones
have presented challenges to compatibility in recent
years. Low-flying military aircraft can collide with wind
turbines and transmission-line towers. Turbines can
also interfere with air traffic control and aircraft radar
systems. Small drones flying near airfields or training
areas could create conflicts with aircraft or pose safety
and security threats for military personnel.
Joining Forces was part of a year-long effort among
Policy Committee members, residents, and other
stakeholders to identify encroachment issues and
develop strategies that make installations and
communities good neighbors.

»» Create and enhance formal, ongoing channels of
communication and coordination between military
installations and communities with the goal of
minimizing encroachment on military operations
»» Work with federal, state, and local authorities around
military installations to reduce the risk of recreational
users crossing onto military training lands
»» Advocate for local government authority to control
land use on unincorporated land near military
installations and training areas
»» Consult with energy developers on the placement
of energy infrastructure to avoid interference with
aircraft and communication systems
You can find all of the recommendations of the Joining
Forces report and supporting technical work at:
https://www.joiningforcesntx.org/

